Monday Morning Rewind — January 5, 2009

Happy first Monday of 2009! On Sabbath we began our seven-week Community
Conversations Live series by considering God’s very existence. A new year brings resolutions for
new habits, new diets, and new hopes for a better life. But if God doesn’t exist, what is the basis
of such hope? The concept of “hope,” after all, is not scientific. It cannot be detected under a
microscope, nor is it measurable. Hope has no place at all in natural selection and neither does
God.

Angry voices in the scientific community—Richard Dawkins, Victor Stenger, William
Provine among them—are insisting on the “fact” of Darwinian evolution, and calling belief in an
uncreated Creator, lunacy.

However, the Anthropic Principle alone, (the fine tuning of our universe to support human
life on earth) while not proving the existence of God, makes atheism a far greater stretch of faith.
Here are just five of 122 highly precise and interdependent environment “constants” that make
human life possible:

Anthropic Constant 1: Oxygen level. On earth, oxygen comprises 21 percent of the atmosphere.
That precise figure is an anthropic constant that makes life on earth possible. If oxygen were 25
percent, fires would erupt spontaneously; if it were 15 percent, human beings would suffocate.

Anthropic Constant 2: Atmospheric Transparency. If the atmosphere were less transparent, not
enough solar radiation would reach the earth’s surface. If it were more transparent, we would be
bombarded with far too much solar radiation down here. (The atmospheric composition of precise
levels of nitrogen, oxygen, carbon dioxide, and ozone are in themselves anthropic constants.)

Anthropic Constant 3: Moon-Earth Gravitational Interaction. If the interaction were greater than it
currently is, tidal effects on the oceans, atmosphere, and rotational period would be too severe. If
it were less, orbital changes would cause climatic instabilities. In either event, life on earth would
be impossible.

Anthropic Constant 4: Carbon Dioxide Level. If the CO2 level were higher than it is now, a
runaway greenhouse effect would develop (we'd all burn up). If the level were lower than it is
now, plants would not be able to maintain efficient photosynthesis and we’d all suffocate.

Anthropic Constant 5: Gravity. If the gravitational force were altered by
0.00000000000000000000000000000000000001 percent, our sun would not exist, and,
therefore, neither would we.

Astrophysicist Hugh Ross has calculated the probability that these and other constants—
122 in all—would exist today for any planet in the universe by natural selection (without divine
design). His answer is: one chance in 10™*—that's one chance in one with 138 zeros after it!
Which is interesting because anything beyond 10 is considered “impossible.” Yet the chance of
a DNA molecule coming into being on its own is one in 10°*"

If you remove God from the universe, you must believe that the Anthropic constants that support
life on earth came about on their own. And that's one reason | don’t have enough faith to be an
atheist.

Rewind to John 1:1-3; Col. 1:16, 17; Psalm 19:1 and consider why you believe what you
do. Ask yourself why does love exist? Why does morality exist? The world of Darwinian evolution
is devoid of meaning, free will, and hope. And yet these things exist. Why?

The arguments on both sides are exhaustive and exhausting. However, what the skeptic
can be convinced of is that to believe in God or to believe in natural selection—either position
requires faith. And for me, | don’t have enough faith to be an atheist. But God loves atheists. He's
not anti-science. In fact, scientists keep discovering what an awe-inspiring Scientist God is. Faith
welcomes investigation. It is not blind. Rather, “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1).

The evidence of scripture, history, archaeology, the resurrection itself, and my own



experience gives me hope that there is purpose to existence; meaning to life. We are here for a
reason, and we have a destiny. Your life matters to God. No matter what you may be going
through, you must know that there’s not a chance you are going through it alone.

For | know the plans | have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. (Jer. 29:11) And it is because of this hope, that |
can wish you a Happy New Year. —Pastor Randy

p.s. We will discuss this topic further this coming Wednesday night @ 7:00. Come join the
conversation.

p.s.s. | want to thank everyone for helping Sabbath to be a wonderful day. What a way to kick off
the series! To our children’s Sabbath School leaders who missed out on main meeting, we thank
you for your vital ministry! | would encourage everyone to invite friends and family members to
these meetings. The vast majority of visitors Sabbath were there as a result of direct invitation
from members, not advertising. YOU are the most powerful force for bringing people into the
kingdom. But you knew that already, didn't you? ©

Asheley Woodruff sent me the following email today from her brother-in-law. It contains a simple
plan for personal evangelism. | think it fits perfectly with our meetings and beyond. Pray about it
and experiment.

Ever wanted to do something for Jesus, but coudgi'the nerve to approach someone? |
received an email from a friend, Homer Trecartihpvheard about this at a meeting in
Korea.

1752 Evangelism

It's quite simple, really. Essentially, you pray foperson for one week (7 days). After
the week, you send or give them a book, tract ajaniae. If you do that every week for
the year, you will have prayed for 52 people. Hedd@2 evangelism!

So, not to plagiarize, I'd like to quote Homer ia hewsletter:

"l thought about it for a month or two and then alsgy |

said, “Homer Trecartin, what are you just sittingere thinking about it
for — wishing you could do something but feeling gan’t. Why

don’t you do it? Do the 1752 Evangelism. It wor@stmuch. It

isn’t terribly difficult.. Just do it!”

So | did, and it is really fun.

Each Tuesday morning | ask God who | should prayhis

week (you can choose any 7 day cycle you wantyvedk long | pray for them
and talk to God about what | should give them gbadsk Him how | should give
it to them). Some weeks it has been neighbors. Seeles it has been extended
family members. One week it was my barber and anetkek it was a taxi driver
| sometimes use to get to and from the airport.d2uech week, by Monday
morning, | knew what to give them and how to gt them. Sometimes | dropped
a book in the mail. Sometimes | hung it on theordeith a note. Sometimes |
carried it around with me for several more weekd saw them and gave it to
them in person. Sometimes | have ordered themscsphon to the Signs
magazine. It is amazing how many different waysethee to try and touch



their lives even if | don’t see them for weeks atee.

Maybe you would like to make a New Year’s resahutio

to give it a try. You don’t have to commit yourselthe whole year to

start with. You could simply set a goal to experitnveith it for one month and
see how it goes. Maybe, just maybe, if you anddrne that Adventist “plant”
in our neighborhoods it will inspire someone elsd¢ the “plant”

in theirs, and who knows where it will go from &er



