Monday Morning Rewind — January 25, 2010

Good morning! On Sabbath, we continued our series by asking the question, “Is God an
Underachiever?” Earthquakes, tsunamis, terrorist attacks, wars, child abductions and murders—are
evidences of a planet out of control. If there is a God, many reason, He must be an underachiever,
because it appears He is powerless to do anything to stop evil and the suffering it causes. At the very
least, He’s not the all-powerful, all-loving God described in the Bible.

But as we discovered, both the existence and eradication of evil is consistent with a God who is
all love. To review, 1) God did not create evil, but He did create free will which allows for its
existence. “God is love” (1 John 4:8), and He created the world in love for the purpose of love. But love
must be chosen. It cannot be coerced or programmed. God presented Adam with the choice to stay in
loving fellowship with Himself or choose independence in the form of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil.

In addition to all 122 anthropic constants (fine-tuned laws of nature that sustain human life), the
most important one is that God Himself is the source of all life and happiness. To separate from the
source of life brings death. Independence from God violates the anthropic constant that sustains
life.

Adam and Eve listened to the enemy and chose independence, which brought sin and suffering
into the world. But not all suffering is chosen. What about natural disasters and disease? Rewind to Gen.
3:17, 18; Rom. 8:20-22; Isa. 24:4-6 to see how the curse of sin extends to the creation.

2) An omnipotent God is limited by the free will of His creatures. The God of the Bible is not
like the gods of Greek Mythology. He does not force compliance. Luke 13:34 and Matt. 13:58 are two
examples of the limitations of omnipotence.

It is also important to remember that Inherent in possessing all power is the power not to use
it all. Jesus could have come down from the cross, but He didn’t. Had Jesus saved Himself, without a
doubt, God would have been worse than just an underachiever...He would have ceased to be God.

The demand for an Omnipotent God to use the full measure of His omnipotence to instantly
remove evil from the world is just another way to putting God to the test. Suffering continues, in part,
because God is not willing for any_to perish—eternally. (See 2 Peter 3:9.)

3) An all-loving God didn’t create evil, but He takes responsibility for it.

As soon as sin entered the world through man’s choice for independence from God, The Creator
accepted responsibility and made Himself the bridge that sinners could cross to find their way back to
Life.

God, in Jesus Christ, not only weeps for the results of sin in the world, He saves as well. God
could have turned His back on the rebellious planet and abandoned us to our choices. But my God is not
an underachiever. God does not keep Himself aloof from our suffering. He does not hide in heaven while
His children take a beating on earth. Anybody—any underachiever can cut and run. My God is an
overachiever. He did do something—something that still preserves our freedom of choice and His
freedom to love. He takes the consequences of our sin upon Himself, and in so doing, He upholds the law
of life in God’s universe which is the law of grace. (Eph. 2:8).

And this grace comes to us by the cross of Calvary. That's a Jesus who does more than cry.
That's a God | can cry out to in my distress, because | know He has done, and is doing something about
it.

As long as we live here, we live on a broken planet. We cannot escape the realities of
brokenness in this life. But because of the law of grace, the brokenness we experience is temporary, and
if we choose it, life as God intended, and as He Himself lives it, is permanently and eternally ours. —
Pastor Randy

p.s. Join us Wednesday night at 7:00 PM to continue the conversation on this week’s topic of the problem
of suffering. Follow Community Conversations LIVE on Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/pages/Kuna-
ID/Community-Conversations/288699192473?ref=ts) and on Twitter.

p.s.s. Pre-order the Community Conversations LIVE DVD set now! All seven sermons in the series, plus
the four monthly webcasts will be packaged in an attractive case through Sealing Time Ministries for a



suggested donation of $42. Reserve a set for yourself or for a friend or family member. Email:
Ryan@sealingtime.com to order.
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2 Chron. 7:14

"The need is great. The key is prayer. The time is now."



